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EXPLANATION

The US Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) is administering the Emergency Grants to Address Mental and Substance Use
Disorders During COVID-19 grant. This grant is to address an expected increase in mental health and/or
substance use disorder needs as a result of the current national crisis of COVID-19. Americans across the
country will struggle with increases in depression, anxiety, trauma, and grief. There is also an anticipated
increase in substance misuse as lives are impacted for individuals and families. The New Hampshire (NH)
COVID-19 Rapid Crisis Response Pragram (NH Rapid Response) will provide crisis intervention services,
mental and substance use disorder treatment, and other related recovery supports for youth and adults
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The purpose of this program is to address the needs of individuals
with Severe Mental lliness (SMI) or Severe Emotional Disturbance (SED), with substance use disorders
(SUD), and/or co-occurring SMI/SED and SUD who are under- or uninsured. We will also provide crisis
services for other individuals in need of behavioral health supports, including health care personnel. This
funding is also for one full-time temporary position, for overseeing the implementation of the project
activities, internal and external coordination, developing materials, and conducting meetings

The funds are to be budgeted as follows:

Funds in class 059, Temp Full Time, are needed to pay for one (1) full-time temporary position titled
Program Specialist IV (LG 25 - Position #9T3004).

Funds in class 060, Benefits, are needed to pay benefits costs associated with the full-time temporary
staffing.

These funds are being accepted in to ensure the position is fully appropriated through the end of the grant
period.

The following information is provided in accordance with the comptroller’s instructional memorandum
dated September 21, 1981.

1) List of personnel invoived: One (1) full-time temporary positions titled Program Specialist IV (LG 25 -
Position #9T3004).

2) Nature, Need, and Duration: This position is responsible for overseeing the implementation of the
project activities, internal and external coordination, developing materials, and conducting meetings. The
position will also develop and oversee subcontracts and coordinate project communications, information
dissemination, training, and reporting. The proposed grant funding for this position ends on August 19,
2021.

3} Relationship to existing agency programs: This position will work in coordination with the ten (10)
Community Mental Health Centers to oversee and support implementation of the required grant activities.
The position will also work in collaboration with the University of NH's Institute for Health Policy and
Practice to collect, analyze, and report data and program evaluation activities as required by the grant.

4) Has a similar program been requested of the legislature and denied? No.

5) Why wasn't funding included in the agency's budget request? These funds were unanticipated at the
time the budget was created.

6) Can portions of the grant funds be utilized? Grant funds are being utilized for these positions.

7) Estimate the funds required to continue this position: Funds for these positions are estimated at
$115,419.00 for the duration of the grant through August 19, 2021.

Area served: Statewide.

Source of Funds: 100% Federal Funds



His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
August 20, 2020
Page 3 of 3

In the event that Federal Funds become no longer available, general funds will not be requested to
support the program expenditures,

Respectfully submitted,

-

Lori A, Shibinette
Commissioner

The Department of Health and Human Services’ Mission is to join communities and families
in providing opportunities for citizens to achieve health and independence.



